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Student Journaling: Leaf Sketching 

Virtual Sketching Workshop – Drawing from Nature 
 

Use this worksheet to help you journal and sketch a leaf or another small object from 

nature. Follow each step and answer the questions as you go. 

 

 

1. Look at Your Leaf 

 

Hold your leaf. Look at its shape, size, and details. 

What do you notice about your leaf? (color, shape, edges, spots, holes) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



2. Find Shapes 

 

Look at your leaf and find shapes like triangles, circles, rectangles, or squares. 

What shapes do you see in your leaf?  Write or sketch the shapes you see. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Start Your Sketch 

 

Use light pencil lines to sketch your leaf using shapes. 

Sketch on a separate page. 

 

4. Add Details 

 

Now add leaf details like veins, tips, or any holes or spots. 

What special details do you see in your leaf? 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

 

5. Shade Your Leaf 

 

Look at where the light hits your leaf. Use your pencil to shade the darker parts. 



6. Add a Shadow 

 

Look at your leaf’s shadow. Draw the shadow under your leaf to show it is sitting on 

something. 

 

7. Final Touches 

 

Sign your name and write the date in the corner of your page. 

Name: ____________________________________    Date: _______________ 

 

8. Label Your Leaf 

 

Write the name of the kind of leaf you drew (if you know). 

Label some parts of your leaf, like the tip, veins, or a hole. 

 


